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Within this family are the works 

of Brazil's Marcelo Grassman, 

who since the late 1950s has 

been producing a 

phanta-smagoric repertoire of 

drawings and prints, that 

although usually untitled, evoke 

both the oppression and fantasy 

of his culture. Yet Grassman is 

also a technical virtuoso, one 

who makes drawing do his 

bidding, whose formal prowess is 

as impressive as his content. 

Without a doubt, Penteado's 

drawings, at least technically, 

with both their whimsy and 

terror, are related to Grassman's. 

As a printmaker Penteado, along 

with master printer Shiela 

Marbain, have specialized in the 

process of silk- monotype, and it 

is in this medium where they 

have produced some of his most 

delicate works. Of course, in 

terms of subject, they are bones; 

the artist's obsession with the 

cycle of life, and the evolution of 

matter. Yet these bones cease to 

be hard and cold, and in effect 

are softened by the medium of 

silk-monotype. They can be 

humorous, even lyrical, floating 

in fields of purple, silver and pink, 

almost metamorphosed into 

flowers.

The drawings seem like subtle 

black wounds that cut 

through the white of the 

paper. Looking at Penteado's 

drawings we might think of 

Klee, but in reality he belongs 

to another artistic family; the 

family of the Americas. 
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We are pleased to host the first part of the Elemental Fossils series at the Walsh 

Library Gallery on Seton Hall University's South Orange campus. Since the 

opening of the Gallery in 1994 our vision has been to promote the arts by sharing 

our rich and diverse cultural heritages. The Gallery provides a forum for the 

community to come together to experience the vision of others through artistic 

expression. Duda Penteado's work contributes to this mission- from the unique 

form of his silk monotypes to his explosive work in acrylic on canvas. We look 

forward to sharing his talents with a broad audience.

Founded in 1856, Seton Hall University is the nation's oldest and largest diocesan 

institution of higher education. 

Today, the University is made up of nine schools and colleges. One of six private 

universities in New Jersey and the only Catholic university in the state, Seton Hall 

currently enrolls nearly 10,000 students.

For more information on Seton Hall University see: http://www.shu.edu  on the 

World Wide Web. Look for the Walsh Library Gallery under the University Libraries 

listing:  http://www.shu.edu/library/gallery/gallery.htm

The "Elemental Fossils" exhibition 

will continue in Brazil. Sponsored by 

Internexus/Yazigi.
Yazigi

International

NJCU has always supported the arts as integral to our 

lives. It is our belief that the arts are the soul of the city; 

indeed of our very existence.  The Arts are the essential 

element of the enlightened mind. To prosper as a 

civilization the arts must continuously broaden our 

horizons and challenge our assumption and 

understanding of the world.

It is in this light that we acknowledge and celebrate the evolving artistic creation of 

Duda Penteado. We look forward to his closing exhibit at our University this fall.

It is not insignificant that the exhibit comes at the end of this millennium and ushers 

in the dawn of the next century.

For more information on the Art of Duda Penteado

Contact Sam Cintron, Art Dealer-The Palette Art Gallery

520 Jersey Avenue,  Jersey City, NJ.  07302

Tel: 201-332-6696   Fax: 201-332-8856

Email: Palette@dhq.com   Website: http://www.dhq.com/palette
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e l e m e n t a l  f o s s i l s

Modern art, be it visual, literary or musical, 

first appeared in Brazil in the mid to late 

1920s. There was the Semana de Arte 

Moderna event, followed by the 

publication of the avant-garde magazine 

Klaxon. The subjective perspective of the 

"modern" manifested itself through the 

paintings of Anita Malfati, Tarsila Do 

Amaral and Emiliano Di Cavalcanti. In 

literature this tendency was palpable in the 

poems and essays of both Mario and 

Oswald de Andrade, and in music its 

vehicle was the genius of composer Heitor 

Villa Lobos.  These artists synthesized 

modern styles with native, and at times 

nationalist subject matter. 
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Duda Penteado is an emerging 

artist of Brazilian descent who 

lives and works in Jersey City. 

His work reflects the modern 

tradition of the arts of Brazil, 

not in a mimetic manner, but 

rather in a sensibility that 

absorbs the best of 

international currents into a 

personal style, that in its 

painterlyness and passion is 

very Brazilian. He works in a 

variety of mediums: painting 

(canvas, wood or board), 

printmaking and sculpture 

made from found objects.

His iconography consists of animal 

bones, tossed into turbulent 

compositions where color vibrates 

across the surfaces. What do these 

bones tell us?

The usual:  life and death, the 

cycle of nature, but it also 

tells us of the beauty of the 

bone forms themselves. The 

coloration of these 

compositions, be they 

paintings, sculptures or 

prints, is not necessarily 

morbid. The works can be 

agitated in their greens and 

reds, or subtle in the golds, 

browns and yellows that 

Penteado applies. They can 

be both humorous and 

terrifying, like life itself. One 

thing is certain, you cannot 

ignore Penteado's work - in a 

gallery, museum or 

someone's living room - it 

pulls the viewer in, making 

him/her confront the 

paradoxes of life through the 

beauty of bones.

Penteado is an artist who reflects passion in the very 

way he constructs his work; forms are drawn with force, 

color is poured or brushed in with intensity.

His forms will evolve, his work will continue to grow.

He finds the bones of animals, 

collects them, lives with them 

for a while. Eventually they 

start a conversation among 

themselves, and Penteado 

listens. They re-connect, as if 

attempting to re-start another 

creature, another life. Perhaps 

Penteado is simply the 

medium through which a 

process of sculptural 

assemblage begins. These 

forms emerge as creatures that 

are both fierce and funny, 

painted in gold or silver, 

sometimes with a splash of 

wild color, which disrupts the 

metallic surfaces. In three 

dimensions, these sculptures 

do what the rest of Penteado's 

work does: they scream of a 

poetic evolution, where matter 

has a heart that is forever 

jumping towards God.

For Penteado, the surface to 

be painted, whether canvas 

or wood, is a battlefield. A 

field where struggles take 

place: paint is poured, 

splashed, other materials 

utilized to create a ferocious 

texture, brushes and palette 

knifes both apply and scratch 

the pigments. The convoluted 

energy of Penteado's 

painterly process, creates a 

vortex which draws the 

viewer in. He has learned the 

powerful lessons of the New 

York School's Abstract 

Expressionism, as well as of 

Latin America's Informalismo. 

Yet the end product is 

Penteado's own: a zoological 

figuration where fleshless 

bones dance their rites of life 

and death.

This exhibition has been made possible by the 

collaboration of Seton Hall University and The Palette 

Art Gallery.

"Elemental Fossils I" is funded in part by Seton Hall 

University, Frank J. Morales Executive Director-Special 

Academic Programs, The Puerto Rican Institute, The City 

of Newark-Municipal Council Augusto Amador and Luis 

A. Quintana, The Jersey City Councilman for the 

Arts-Mariano Vega, Jr., and David Barry of The Applied 

Companies.

Exhibition organized by Jo Ann Cotz, Director-Walsh 

Library Gallery and curated by Sam Cintron, Art 

Dealer-The Palette Art Gallery.

Public Relations: Gregory Malave

Catalog design: Design Headquarters, www.dhq.com

Catalog written by: Alejandro Anreus, Ph.D.

Art Transportation: Hahn Bros. Fine Art Services, Jersey 

City

Duda Portrait Photography: Michael L. Calabrese
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ELEMENTAL FOSSILS I

Works by Brazilian Artist Duda Penteado

WALSH LIBRARY AT SETON HALL UNIVERSITY
400 South Orange Ave.

South Orange, NJ. 07079

FROM APRIL 19 - JUNE 11, 1999

Gallery Hours
Mon-Fri. 10:30am - 4:30pm

Groups by appointment

Since this auspicious start, the arts of 

Brazil have continued to thrive, 

synthesizing the best of the modern 

within a national discourse.


