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When Brazilian born artist Duda Penteado first

exhibited in the United States of America, his work
entitled "Elemental Fossils® challenged the observer
to rethink his or her notions and beliefs about ife.

Thisin and of itselis not surprising for he inherits a

cultural history thatis rich in meaning and

symbolism; a history that s as visceral as it s spiritual;
as ancientas itis modern. His s a history that has

always been willing to unflinchingly explore the

many mysteries of lfe

Through the use of animal bones as the foundation
for his sculptures, paintings, and silk monotypes, he

forces us to examine our own conceptions of e,

evolution, devolution and death. Penteado's

uncanny release of creative and artstic talent has

made us look at this corpus of workin an animistic

manner. The bones; either sheathed in res

rendered multi-dimentional on canvas or paper,
spoke to us; reminding us of the eternal processes
that define existence foral living matter. Through his
vision and talent the bones were speaking to us

about these processes in an exquisite, penetrating

and beautiful voice.
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Duda Penteado understands of course, that as a
human being/artist, he himselfis captive of these
very processes of evolution and transformation. And
these monumental topics are further explored and
indeed, refined in this newest body of work entitled,
simply and appropriately, "Elemental Fossil I” Here,
we experience, and are invited to explore another
dimension; another realm of possiblites for these
superficially inert and lifless bones. Now, in the
sculptures we see the spark of nascent ife itsef.
Organic matter in the form of hands, feet and, if one.
ooks closely, torsos emerge from jaw bones, tibia,
and other skeletal remnants. One can almost feel
them writhe, emerge, evolve, and grow out of the
bones. Inthese pieces oneis immediately reminded
of Michaelangelo's heroic sculptures entitled
“Quattro Prigioni” (Four Prisoners). I this work the
muscular figures struggle to free themselves from the
stone. One must, however,face an interesting
paradox, for Penteado does not tell us whether life is
growing out of the bones or if lfe is decomposing

into bones.

Again Penteado i challenging our sensibilties and
beliefs, demanding us to draw our own conclusions.
In this regard Penteado s engaged i an ontological
discourse with the observer. A discourse which,
given our human condition, can have no objective

conclusion.

‘The emergence of lfe out of nothingness s also
wonderfully presented in the larger canvases as well as
the silk monotypes that complete this collection. In
these works, the stunning and dramatic projection of
figures and the suble use of organic colors open for the
observera constantly changing tableau. The images
appear to be undergoing transformation after

transformation. Or perhaps one is viewing the image

Whichever, there islife and kinetic energy in these
works, Penteado has rendered transformation and

evolution visible to the eye.

Perhaps, what is most intriguing and rewarding i the

sense that, taken as a whole, the works in Elemental

paintings are reflected in each other; one an
extrapolation of the other. Torsos, hands, and feet are
actively communicating. The observer s brought into
the dialogue not necessarily as a participant but as an
aware listener; not necessarily understanding what s
being said, but certainly cognizant of the connection

and energy that flows between the pieces. The

silk monotypes

requiring the other for its existence and evolutionary
success. But one might ask: evolution into what? To
answer this, one must await Duda Penteado’s own

continuing transformation and evolution.
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Notes from Sam Cintron,Art Desler and
President of Palette Art Gallery

We see the importance of Internatonal Cultral
Exchanges,as a postive forceto promote Jersey
Citysimage 2 a Cultural Mecca for both
“Home-grown" and artists rom abroad.

10 today’s global socioeconomic soclety, (where
all countries re nter-dependent.- ket or ott)
found t accelerate Jersey Cty's
partcipaton in this International Arena.The ity
st promote not only growh in Arts and

Culture but thiough Culural Exchanges, the
Interests of Business, Academia, Toursm and
Economic Development.

“This year, Governor, Chrstine Todd Whicman,
signed an agreement it several ities in azi,
establishing three offices o promote the
Interests of New Jerseyans. Therefore it

ELEMENTAL FOSSILS Il
Duda Penteado, Artist
October 1999
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Duda Penteada's caliber. I s equally significant

InterNexusof the USA, recently merged, thus
expanding their language, culture and academic
exchange services lobly.

“Hlemental Fossis I"at NICU, i the second in
seiesof eight exhibitons presented inthe USA

HALL
NEW JERSEY CITY UNIVERSITY
2093 Kennedy Boulevard
Jersey City, NJ 07305

New Jersey City University, The Council on Hispanic Affars of
NJCU, and The Palette Fine Art Gallery.
Curated by Hugo Bastides, NICU Curator and Professor.
‘Organized by Sam Cintron of The Palette Fine Art Gallery.

Afais of New Jersey City University, MarianoVega, r.Councilman
forthe Arts - Jersey Cit, David Barry of The Applied Companes

Pantozziof The Provident Savings Bank, Benjamin J Dineen of Feet
Bank, i  Richard F. Dwyer o

Special thanks to Stuart Z. Koperwels, resident of JCEDC.
International Public Relations Consultant:E. Jean Ward

Publiity: Gregory Malave.

Venues in New lersey include;Seton Hall
Univrsity this past pring of 1999 and Rutgers
University,New Jersey, hostng "Elemental

NewJersey ity Universty hasabways supported the ats a5
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ArtPacking/Transportation provided by:
Hahn Bros.Fine Art Services.
Jersey City, N.J./ New York, N.Y. USA.
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Dr Herandes believes,thati s notinsignificant that tis et

Ferroz for the music that accompany this exhibit.

Double Tree Club Suites o Jersey City.
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For more information on the Art of Duda Penteado
Contact: Sam Cintron, Art Dealer - The Palette Art Gallery
520 Jersey Avenue, Jersey City, NJ. USA. 07302
Tel:201-332-6696  Fax: 201-332:8856
Website: wwwpaletteartgallery.com

Email:infoapaleteartgallery.com
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